


- was earned by these pupils. This was also true for the county's share of the

transportation aid for these same pupils.

Johnson O'Malley Act

There are several schools who cannot qualify for federal aid under Public
Law 8Th due to the three percent limitation and some due to the ten pupils in
average dally attendance minimum. To assist these schools and others whose needs
are not met under Public Law 8Th alone, the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the
Department of the Interior allotted $176,000.00 to Minnesota for the 1959-60
$chool year to meet these needs and to provide funds for administration and
supervigion of Indian edueation. Of this amount $150,049.84 was allotted to « .
schools with Indian enrollments. The remainder was for admimistration and super-
vision including salaries, office rent, equipment, travel, meals, lodging, printing
and communication.

Enrollmenﬁ and Attendance Data For Eligible Indian Pupils

The elementary Tndisn enrollment for the year 1959-60 was 1,533 pupils
with an average dally attendance of 1,257.5. The percent of attendance was 91.0#%.
The total secondary school enrollment was 808 for an average daily attendance of
610.16 and a percent of attendance of 87.7%. The total enrollment for grades
1 thru 12 was 2,341 with an average daily attendance of 1,867.66. Tﬁe percent of
attendance for all pupils (grades 1 thru 12) was 89.9%. The number of eligible
Indian eighth grade graduates was 192 and the number of eligible Indisn high
school graduates was 81.

An eligible Indian pupil is one who lives on federsl land and is one~fourth
degree Indian blood or more.

The large drop in the total Indian enrollment for the year 1959-60 over
the previous yeers was due to two main factors. One was the result of the change
of laﬁd status making many Indians ineligible. The other was due-to the fact

that Indian families were forced to leave the area in search of employment or

better economic opportunities.
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Continued Increase in Higher Education

A comtinued upsurge in interest in higher education on the part of Indian
high school graduates is evidenced by the great increase in applications for
scholarship grants. When the program was first inaugurated no one had to be
refused aid due Ho lack of funds. Now the demands exceeds the awvailable scholar-
ship fuads.

A large number of 1960 eligible Indian high school graduates made plans
to contivue their education in private and state colleges, schools of nursing, -
voeational sclicols, Haskell Institute and commercial schools. This is a result
of the state, federal and other scholarship programs. About 66% of fhe eligible
Indian gradustes made such plans. The trip to the Twin Cities thru the efforts
of the lakor union héd a beneficial influence in this respect.

Integration Continues

Now that the new Central Elementary School in Bemidji has been completed
plans have been made by the Beltrami County Board of Education to close the Buck.
Leke school and transport the pupils to Bemidji. This completes the integration
of Indian pu@ils in small schools in Beltrami County into larger school units.
Mission pupils have atbended Cass Lake for many years. Redlaeke remains g partially
segregated school, bubt its size and location prevents its integration with any
other district. There now remains only four one teacher schools with Indian
pupils enrolled that have not Joined larger adjecent schools. They are in
Mehnomen, Redwood and Becker Counties. Vineland, School District #4478 although
not a one roowm school is, however, 100 percent Indian. This school distriet .
should be anmexed to Opamia. Since 1940 sbout 21 schools with mostly Indians
enrolled have been closed and the pupils tramsported to nearby larger schools.
The most recent schools to be closed are Buck Lake, Beltrami County, with the
pupils trangported to Bemidji and Inger, Itasca Comtby, with the elementary
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pupils transported to the Northern Elementary School in Independent School District

#317, Deer River, Itasca County.

Building Construction

Vineland, School District #478

The addition of a multi-purpose room, a kitchen, and some remodeling of the
old structure was completed at Vineland during the past school year at a cost of
$68,000. The funds for this project were provided by Public Law 815, Title IV.

Red Lake, School District #38

This district was allotted $241,300 under Public Law 815, Title IV, for
the construction of an addition:to the high school building consisting of two new
sclence rooms, & business education room, an art room and three regular classrooms.
The present high school building will be remodeled to provide a larger library,
The presenf sclence room will be remodeled into additional office space for the
administration and supervisory staff. Two four-bedroom apartments will he added
to the present apartment building. A 22' x 66' garage and repair shop will also

be built. .

Deer River, School District #317
The Deer River School District #317 was granted $62,320 under Public Law
815, Title IV, for an addition to the Cyprus King Elementary School. This will

help to better serve the Indians in that district.
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TABLE 1

Federal Funds Allotted for School Building

Construction Under Public Leaw 815

Dist. Period Period Period Approved,
© County No. School 1945-50 1950-55 1955-60 ___ 1959-60
Becker 25 Pine Point 75,000.00
- Beltrami 38 Redlake $666,940.69 95,703.61 $241,300.00
~ Qass ... 115 Cass lLake $ 92,000,00 336,000.00
~ Cass 119 Walker 101,000,00
Ttasca 317 Deer River 1%0,000.00  62,300.00
Mahnomen 432  Mahnomen-Beaulieu 120,000.00
 Mahnomen 433 Naytahwaush 212,500.00 56,000,00
Mahnomen 43k Wavbun 130,000.00
Mille Lacs 478 Vineland 68,000.00
Mille Lacs 480 Onamia 42,000.00
8t. Louls 70T Nett Lake 196,699.40
8t. Louis U.T. Orr - 110,000.00
o TOTALS - $304,500.00 $708,940.69 $1,428,403.01 $303,600.00

NOTE: In addition to the federal funds for school buildings provided under Public
Law 815, $333,500,00 was secured from Public Law 80k, T6th Congress, October
8, 1940 and Public Law 231, 80th Congress, 1947, $180,000 Public Law TO09,
1950 and $881.,975.00 from the Construction Division, Bureau of Indien Affalrs

or a total of $1,395,475.00.

815 1s $k4,140,918.00.

The grand total with funds from Fubllc Law



TABIE 2
Statistical Data

Data _ , 1958-59 1959-~60
A. Financlal Data,
1., Amovnt: of Contract Under

Johnson 0'Malley Act 105,000.00 176,000.00
2. Amount of Federal Funds (JOM)

Allotted to Schools 8k4,696.35 150,049 .8k
3. Amount of P. L. 874 Receipts

Allotted to Schools 96,435.00 256,496 .00%
L. Amount Spent for Administration ‘ ,

snd Supervision 26,498 ,18%* 29,637 . Th¥*#*

B. Pypil and School Data

1. Number of Schools Lok L%
2, Nunber of Indians Enrolled 2,710 . 2,341 . .
3. Percent of Attendance for

Indian Pupils 89.0 89.9
L. Average Daily Attendance

for Indian Pupils 2,1h1.2 1,867.66

¥ Of this amount $41,296.47 is to be paid for County Tuition and Transportation

. for 1958-59 and 1959-60.

¥¥% Includes the salary and expenses of an Indian Education Guidance Consultant
who was employed for thé first time during the school year 1958-59.

*** 27 of these schools received JOM funds.

#¥%¥28 of these schools received JOM funds.

Achievements Since 1940:

1.7 A. All the Indian children of compulsory school age (7-16) are now
athending school regularly. Indian pupils may attend a classified high school
if they so desire and must attend school until they are 16. Bus service in modern
gpproved vehicles is provided all Indian children, who live beyond walking distance
to school.

2, The schools, with the exception of four one-room schools, are provided
with visual education equipment and materials.

3. Adequate instructional materials such as texts: and reference books are

proyvided free.



k., An excellent noon lunch is provided free to eligible Indian pupils,
with resulting improvement in the general health of the pupils.

5. The school buildings are well maintained, both inside and outside.

6. High school enrollment and attendance has improved considerably.

" T. More Indians are completing high school each year.

8. Since 1940 about twenty schools with mostly Indians en?dlled have been
¢losed and the pupils tramsported to nearby larger schools. As of September 1,
1960 Buck Lake will be closed and the pupils transported to Bemidji.

9. All schools are in session nine months and the school day is gix hours
long, except in grades one and two.

10. Bach teacher holds a valid teacher's certificate issued by the State
Department of Education.

11l. A full-time Guidance Counselor was added to the State Department of
Bduestion administrative staff in 1958 for the purpose of working with the Indian
high school pupils in an effort to improve attendance and to reduce the number of
"drop-outs" .

12. One school added a kindergarten in the fall of 1959.

13. All of the school buildings with the exception of the four rural
schools are modern and have excellent equipment and facilities.

14, Mueh has been done during recent years to provide adequate space for
libraries, to improve the library services and to provide the needed library
books and. periodicals.

15. Results of standarized achievement tests indicate satisfactory progress.

Needed Tmprovements:

1, Better high school attendance by Indian pupils with fewer drop-outs
grades 9-12.
2. Increased nurber of Indian high school graduates.
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3. Increased opportunities for the Indian high school graduates to secure
higher education or vocational training.

L, Planned and supervised recreational opportunities for Indian youth and
adults.

5. Improve home.and school relations and responsibilities.

6. More can be done to improve the desire and need for adult education.

T. More needs to be done to prepare Indian youth for the obligations and
responsibilities of adulthood.‘

8. Tﬁe school officials need to work closer with all individuwals, organiza-
tions and institutions interested in the social and economic welfare of our Indian
population. |

9. A follow-up study of all Indian youth who have dropped out of high
school or who have completed the .high school course should be made and kept up=
to=date.

10. Work opporﬁunities for Indiasn youth on the reservation and off the

reservation should be thoroughly studied.
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STATE INDIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The menbers of the Indisn Affairs Commission strongly feel that the long-
range solution to the problems the Indians face is to be found in education.
Continuved efforts must be made by the State to insure that the Indien popula-
tion of the state has the opportunity and the financial resources to pursue
levels of education commensurate with the interests and capabilities of‘the
gtudents. Young Indians must bevproperly educated in order that they eventually
may leave the Indian reservation or community, find satisfactory employment, and
teke thelir proper place in society.

Congiderable progress has been made in recent yesrs in educating the
Indien population. Indian students ettend elementsry schools and, in increas-
ing numbers, they are going on to high school. Consequently{ each year the
number of capable Indien students who might profit from going on to instiﬁu«
tions of higher learning is increasing. To make it possible for these students
to sequre training beyond high school, the state scholarship progream for Indisns
should Pe continued and expanded. |

Scholarship aid is especially important to Indian students because they
generally come from families with very little income. Also experience has shown
that it is diffieult for Indian students to figd sgtisfactory employment while
attending college. They need to devote full time to their college studies.
Outside finanecial support, such ss through state soholaréhips, Pplays a crucisl
role in providing educationsl opportunities for the Indisns.

The state scholarship program for Indians was initiated by the 1955
Session of the Legislature (Chapter 613). That session spproved a program
of soholarghips for Indians to abttend accredited or spproved-schools or
business, technicsal or vocational schools. The scholarships ere limited to

Indisn pupils who have one-fourth degree or more Indian blood end who have
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the capebilities to profit from eppropriate courses in approved schools. A
scholarship may not exceed eight hundred dollars to any student during one yesar
and a student msy not receive ald for more then four years.

In the first year of the scholarship program $5,000 was appropristed.
Since then $7,500 has been available for each school year except for the school
year 1958=59 when $10,000 was availsble. The Governor's budget reguest to the
1961 Sessién of the Legislafure is to maintein the level of aid at $10,000 per
year. On the average sbout 25 Indian youths are aided each year at an average
of ebout $280 for the year.

A new development in the field of educationel opportunities for Indiens

" resulted when the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesots, by resolution,

adopted a policy whereby Indian students will be admitted to the University of
Minnesota, Morris, free of charge for tuition. The site of the Morris branch
weg originally en Indien school; and the state, in accepting it from the Federal
Government in 1909,agreed to give free tuition to Indien students. This policy

will be continued at the Morris branch.
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